
of incision, and the sutures are shown as they pass out of the
skin to the loops on the plates.

Each instrument consists of a plate of steel about four inches
long, three-fourths of an inch wide, and one-eighth of an inch
thick. Upon this plate are soldered loops of steel wire, placed
in a manner so there is sufficient spring to retain the sutures,
and as each successive suture is introduced, the operator and his
assistant on their respective sides of the patient, quickly
slip the ends of the sutures between the loops. These loops
being soldered at an acute angle on the plate, and with an
obtuse angle next to the wound, any pulling in the direction
of the wound tightens the grasp of the loops upon the suture,
making it impossible to get out of the grasp of the loop. Yet,
when these sutures are to be tied successively, a little pull
in the opposite direction and raising the suture at the same
time, easily loosens it, so as to be tied.

The plates are placed at a sufficient distance from the edges
of the wound, so that they do not interfere in any way with the
introduction of the various sutures. The advantages claimed
for this instrument are as follows:

1. The economy of time while the sutures are being intro¬
duced.

2. It holds the sutures separately, not allowing them to get
mixed up or twisted.

3. It saves the unclamping and reclamping of forceps, which
are often used to hold the ends of the sutures or avoids the use

of many forceps to retain the individual sutures.
4. The operator himself, without loss of time, quickly shoves

the end of the suture between the loops without having to
loosen his hold upon it.

5. The two instruments may be raised after all the sutures
are introduced to approximate the edges of the wound, show¬
ing at once any failure of an individual suture to approximate
the opposing surfaces, and this suture can be quickly identified,
removed ana reintroduced properly.

I have been using these suture holders in nearly all my
abdominal operations for the past six months, and have found
them a great convenience and saver of time in this work.

302 Pillsbury Bldg.

Miscellany.
Diagnosis of Insufficiency of the Pylorus.—The Journal

has mentioned Queirolo's method of determining the outlines of
the stomach.. A small rubber balloon is fastened on the end of
a sound which branches above. One branch connects with a

Marey drum, the other has a faucet to shut off the air. After
thè balloon is partially inflated and communication with the
outer air is closed by the faucet, percussion over the stomach
causes the index to vibrate at the slightest touch, while it does
not move when the percussion passes beyond the limits of the
ätomach. It is possible by this means to locate the outlines of
the stomach with extreme accuracy if the pylorus is normal. In

case of insufficiency of the pylorus, on the other hand, the air
escaping through the pylorus deprives the stomach of the con¬

ditions necessary to enable the effect of the percussion to be
transmitted from the stomach walls to the balloon and in turn
to the index. Hence the index does not stir in case of in¬
sufficiency of the pylorus, even when the percussion is applien
directly over the stomach. The insufficiency may be intermit
tent or total. In some cases the index moves at certain times
and is immovable at others, thus allowing the complete super¬
vision of the behavior of the pylorus under varying conditions.
Queirolo stated in his communication on the subject at the
recent Italian Congress of Internal Medicine, that these tests
fail only in obese subjects or when there is an excessive ten¬
dency to borborygmus on the slightest occasion.

The Bibliographia Medica.—Professor Riebet, one of the
editors of the Bibliographia Medica, remarked in a recent
editorial in his Revue Scientifique·. "Americans appreciate the
advantages of organized classification of contemporaneous
medical bibliography better than Europeans. Almost all the
subscribers to the Bibliographia Medica are in America, prin¬
cipally in the admirable libraries of American Universities.
The Germans, Russians, Italians and even the French, have
been strangely indifferent." He continues, "If even one-half
of the university libraries in the world would subscribe to the
Bibliographia Medica, the work could go on, as it is not pub¬
lished for profit." It is a strictly international undertaking,
and if German and American works are in tke majority in the
index, it is merely because the medical output is larger in Ger
many and the United States than in other countries. The
Newberry Library of Chicago wrote to urge the continuance of
the work "at any price," gladly agreeing to pay any subscrip¬
tion that might be asked.

Subarachnoid Serum Treatment of Tetanus.—Professor
Penna, of Buenos Ayres, is convinced that tetanus is essentially
an affection of the spinal cord rather than of the brain. For
this reason he injects the antitetanus serum into the sub-
arachnoid cavity and reports in the Semana Medica of October
31, five patients thus treated. The amount of Pasteur anti-
tetanus serum varied from 30 to 40 c.c, so that the different
patients received a total of from 100 to 240 c.c. All were

severe cases of traumatic tetanus. Three patients recovered
under daily injections of the serum with a slow, regular sub¬
sidence of the symptoms in three to seven days. The other two
patients died of an intercurrent pneumonia, but the tetanic
symptoms had already subsided, the limbs were relaxed and
voluntary movements were possible. As much as 60 c.c. were

injected once in a peculiarly severe case. Penna had previously
tried antidiphtheria serum in subarachnoid injections, but
found that the course of the tetanus was not affected unless
possibly the disease was aggravated. He always withdraws an

approximately corresponding amount of eerebrospinal fluid, and
no inconveniences were ever noted from this technique.

Gersuny's Treatment of Furuncles and Carbuncles.—In¬
stead of waiting for an abscess to ripen, Gersuny incises at once
and drains with a tube or rubber tissue, after scraping out the
necrotic substance. This prevents the spread of particles to
induce further abscess formation. He treats a carbuncle on the
same principle, as he believes that the tension of the skin above
forces the contents of the abscess-out into the surrounding
tissues, thus favoring the spread of the infection. He is care¬
ful to avoid making a large hole, which takes long to heal, but
makes his incisions like the spokes of a wheel, leaving the center
intact. He curettes through each one of the incisions ami
keeps them open with iodoform or dermatol gauze at first and
later with rubber tissue! The lesion heals usually in a week.

The Physician in Politics.—As a matter of fact, the doctor
is under a greater obligation to actively interest himself in
matters pertaining to local government, public education ami
other civic service than almost any other citizen in his com¬

munity. His obligation is greater because of his fitness for
responsibility through education, high ideals of character and
the close relationship he sustains to the families and homes of
the community in which he: lives.. He can not be a successful
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practitioner without some measure of scholarly attainment. A
physician's knowledge is rarely confined to pathology and thera¬
peutics. He has been in the college atmosphere. He has a

taste for books and a desire to explore the wide fields of scien¬
tific investigation. He is generally a man of liberal culture
and refined instincts. His profession also gives him wide
knowledge of men. Such a man is needed in the responsible
civic positions in every city and town. Public service of this
character need not carry with it any loss of professional pres¬
tige or any sacrifice of personal interest. It is true that the
doctors are drafted for school boarus and other positions closely
related to educational affairs in many towns, serving in such
capacities \vith great credit to the profession and great profit
to the schools. But the doctor is needed in larger fields of civic
usefulness. It is an obligation he should not be permitted to
escape.—Record-Herald (Chicago), February 16.

Experimental Spinal Cocainization.—Experiments on dogs
and frogs are described in the Russian Med. Obos. for August,
which show that a solution of cocain injected into the lumbar
subarachnoid space is more liable to reach the medulla oblon-
gata the larger the amount of fluid injected, and the more the
head is lowered, it penetrates into the gray matter by dif¬
fusion, by osmosis and also by the lymphatics. The analgesia
is more profound than in morphin-chloroform narcosis. The
terminals of the nerves feel the analgesia more than the trunks.
The intestinal peristalsis is very much diminished and the
abdominal organs become anemic. If the animal is suffocated
after it is cocainized, the clinical picture of the asphyxia· is
much less pronounced than usual, which suggests that the
conducting power of the spinal cord is paralyzed or much
diminished. The arterial and venous blood pressure was in¬
creased, the pulse rising from 6S to 108. The blood pressure in¬
creases with the smallest amount of cocain injected into the
blood. Halbreich deduces the practical conclusions from his
research that: the amount of fluid should be restricted to 1 c.c;
that the injection should be made very slowly, and persons with
short bodies, especially children, should be excluded from
spinal cocainization on account of the danger that the fluid may
reach the medulla oblongata. Weak heart action is not a
contra-indication and repeated injections at brief intervals are
well tolerated.

Societies.

COMING MEETINGS.
Medical Association of the Missouri Valley, Lincoln. Neb., March20, 1902.
Medical Association of the District of Columbia, Washington,April 1, 1902.
Tri-State Medical Society of Iowa, Illinois and Missouri, Chicago,April 3-4. 1902.
Tennessee State Medical Society, Memphis, April 8, 1902.
Florida Medical Association, Tampa, April 9, 1902.
Western Ophthalmological and Oto-Laryngological Association,Chicago, April 10-12, 1902.
Medical Association of the State of Alabama, Birmingham. April

15, 1902.
Medical Society of the State of California, San Francisco. April

15-17, 1902.
Medical Association of Georgia, Savannah, April 16, 1902.
Mississippi State Medical Association, Jackson. April 16, 1902.
South Carolina Medical Association, Spartanburg, April 16-17.

1902.
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, Baltimore, April

22. 1902.
Association of American Physicians, Washington, D. C, April

29-30. 1902.
American Association of Genito-Urinary Surgeons. Atlantic City.

X. J.. April 30, 1902.

Rock Island County (111.) Medical Society.—This is the
name of the new society incorporated February 7.

Ch.eh.alis County (Wash.) Medical Society.—This is the
name of a new society recently organized at Aberdeen, with Dr.
George W. Overmeyer as president and Dr. J. William Scamell,
secretary.

Pasadena (Cal.) Medical Society.—The annual election,
February 12, resulted in the election of Dr. Henry H. Sherk,
president; Dr. Stanley P. Black, vice-president; Dr. John E.
Janes, secretary and treasurer.

Shelby County (Tenn. ) Medical Society.—This new or¬
ganization was formed at Memphis, February 12, with tem¬
porary officers and willbe the local society affiliated with the
American Medical Association.

Redlands ( Cal. ) Medical Society.—This Society elected
the following officers in January; President, Dr. Charles C.
Browning, of Highland ; vice-president, Dr. Gayle G. Moseley ;
secretary and treasurer, Dr. J. E. Payton.

Bay County (Mich.) Medical Society.—The annual meet¬
ing in Bay City, February 10, elected Dr. Virgil L. Tupper,
president; Dr. Everett A. Hoyt, vice-president; Dr. Morton
Gallagher, secretary; Dr. Charles H. Baker, treasurer.

St. Joseph County (Ind.) Medical Society.—The annual
election, January 27, resulted as follows: President, Dr. Wil¬
liam G. Wegner; vice-president, Dr. James H. Cannon; secre¬

tar}', Dr. Harry F. Mitchell; treasurer, Dr. Charles M. Butter-
worth.

Platte County (Neb.) Medical Society.—This new Societyelected the following officers, February 14: Dr. H. J. Arnold,
Columbus, president; Dr. J. C. McKinley, Humphrey, vice-
president; Dr. Berthold C. Tiesing, Columbus, secretary; Dr.
H. A. Hansen, Columbus, treasurer.

New York Neurological Society.—The following officers
have been elected for the ensuing year: President, Dr. JosephCollins; vice-presidents, Drs. J. Arthur Booth and Frederick
Peterson ; recording secretary, Dr. Joseph Fraenkel ; correspond¬ing secretary, Dr. Frank Hallock; treasurer, Dr. Graeme M.
Hammond.

Fox River Valley ( Wis. ) Medical Association.—At Green
Bay, January 21, these officers were elected: President, Dr.
Charles D. Boyd, of Kaukauna; vice-presidents, Drs. Daniel W.
Harrington and Bertha V. Thomson, of Oshkosh ; secretary and
treasurer, Dr. James S. Reeve, of Appleton ; censor, Dr. Theodore
J. Redelings, of Marinette.

Kendall County (111.) Medical Society.—This new organ¬
ization was formed, February 11, at Yorkville under the guid¬
ance of Dr. Edmund W. Weis, of Ottawa, secretary of the State
Society. The following officers were elected: Dr. Julius A.
Freeman, Millington, president; Dr. William M. Hanna, Lisbon,
vice-president ; Dr. Robert A. McClelland, Yorkville, secretary.

Randolph County (Ind.) Medical Association.—The
meeting of this Society in January resulted in the election at
Winchester of Dr. Forrest A. Chenoweth, president; Dr. Clifton
M. Kelley, vice-president; Dr. W. O. Hinshaw, of Lynn, secre¬

tary; Dr. John T. Chenoweth, treasurer: Dr. James S. Blair,
of Lynn, Dr. Joseph J. Evans, Dr. William Commons, Union
City, censors.

Eastern Ohio Medical Society.—At Steubenville, January
23, this Society elected as president, Dr. Arthur B. Holland,
Wellsville; vice-presidents, Dr. Joseph J. McCoy, Steubenville;
Dr. William L. England, Jewett; Dr. Brady 0. Williams, Mar¬
tin's Ferry; Dr. William M. Calhoun, East Liverpool; secre¬

tary, Joseph F. Purviance, Steubenville; corresponding secre¬

tary and treasurer, Dr. James C. M. Floyd, Steubenville.
Ramsey County (Minn.) Medical Society.—At the annual

election and banquet, January 27, this Society elected Dr. John
L. Rothrock, president; Dr. Angus Maedonald, vice-president;
Dr. Ethelbert F. Geer, secretary; Dr. Frederick Leavitt, treas¬
urer; Dr. Alvah F. Whitman, necrologist. The St. Paul Medical
Journal, owned by the Society, was reported to be a profitable
enterprise. The editor, Dr. Burnside Foster, and business man¬

ager, Dr. H. L. Taylor, Avere warmly praised for their excellent
management and for the high class of the journal.

NEW YORK COUNTY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
Stated Meeting, held Jan. 20, 1902.

The President, Dr. Parker Syms, in the Chair.
Primary Sarcoma of the Pancreas.

Dr. Edward Schnaper presented a primary sarcoma of the
tail of the pancreas, taken from a woman of 53, who had been
operated on by Dr. M. S. Kakels under the belief that he was

dealing with a tumor of the left kidney. The tumor was in¬
operable. It was large and soft, and presented firm nodules on
its surface, which, on microscopic examination, proved to be
lymph nodes that had been incorporated in its growth. The
left kidney and spleen were not involved in the neoplasm. It
was worthy of note that although the pancreatic tissue was
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